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THEORETICAL PRINCIPLES OF STUDYING
THE HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL HERITAGE
OF SMALL TOWNS OF UKRAINE

Abstract

The purpose of the article is to study the influence of the historical and cultural heritage of small
towns on the development of tourism in Ukraine. It was established that small cities of Ukraine have a
significant potential for the development of tourism. These cities preserve a rich historical and cultural
heritage, including ancient architecture, cultural monuments and traditions. The growing interest in
travel and educational tourism creates opportunities for the development of the tourism potential of
small towns. At the same time, the development of tourism contributes to the economic growth of small
towns, creating new jobs and increasing income from the tourism business. It is important to take into
account socio-cultural aspects, as tourism can contribute to the preservation and popularization of local
traditions, arts and crafts. Therefore, the study of the historical and cultural heritage of small towns will
reveal unique resources that can attract tourists. Methodology. The methodological basis of the work
is: the method of theoretical research, induction and deduction, observation, comparison, analysis and
synthesis. The methodology is based on the principles of historicism, systematicity and scientificity.
Scientific novelty. The scientific study emphasizes the role of the historical and cultural heritage of small
towns of Ukraine and their opportunities for the development of tourism. Characterized: the conceptual
apparatus of historical and cultural heritage, its features as an object of socio-geographical research and
modern trends of cultural heritage in Ukraine. The results of the research will contribute to determining
the potential of the historical and cultural heritage of small towns and its impact on the development
of tourism in Ukraine. It is important to carry out a systematic monitoring study of the state of cultural
heritage, which will allow timely detection of problems, evaluation of the effectiveness of preservation
and use measures, and adjustment of tourism development strategies. Therefore, the research results
can become the basis for the development of tourism development strategies and programs aimed at the
attractiveness of small towns for domestic and foreign tourists.

Keywords: historical and cultural heritage of Ukraine, small towns, trends in cultural heritage
research, socio-geographic research.

TEOPETWYHI MPUHIMIN TOCITKEHHS
ICTOPUKO-KYJIBTYPHOI CIIAILIAHA
MAJIEHBKHX MICT YKPATHH

AHoTanis

MeTo10 CTATTI € TOCIIi JUKCHHS BIUTUBY 1CTOPHKO-KYJIBTYPHOT CIIa IIIIHI MAJICHEKUX MiCT Ha PO3BUTOK
TypusMy B YkpaiHi. KoHcraroBaHo, 1m0 Maii micta YKpaiHu MalOTh 3HAYHUH IMOTEHIIAN ISl PO3BHTKY
typusmy. Lli micra 30epiraroTh OaraTuil iCTOPUKO-KYJBTYpHHH CIAJ0K, BKJIIOYAKOUH CTApPOBHHHY
apXiTeKTypy, IaM’ITHUKHU KyJIbTYpHU Ta Tpaauuii. 3pocTaounii iHTepec 10 NOAOPOXKEH 1 Mi3HaBaILHOIO
TYPHU3MY CTBOPIOE MOMKJIHBOCTI I PO3BUTKY TYPHUCTHYHOTO MOTEHIIATY MaJICHBKHX MicT. [Ipu 1ipomy,
PO3BUTOK TypH3My CHPHsIE EKOHOMIYHOMY 3pOCTaHHIO MaJEHBKHX MICT, CTBOPIOIOYH HOBI po0O0Ui MicIlst
1 30UTBIIYFOYH JIOXOJH BiJl TYPUCTUYHOTO Oi3Hecy. BaIMBO BpaxoByBaTH 1 COLIOKYJIbTYPHI aClEKTH,
OCKINIBKU TYPHU3M MOXE CIpPUSTU 30€pEeKEHHIO Ta MOMYJspU3alLii MiCUEBUX TPaAuLii, MHCTELTBa Ta
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pemecen. OTxe, TOCIIDKEHHS iICTOPUKO-KYJIBTYPHOI CITQAIIMHN MAJICHBKHX MICT JO3BOJHTH BUSBUTH
VHIKaJIbHI peCypcH, sIKi MOXKYTh NMPUBEPTATH TYPUCTiB. MeToa0JI0Tisi JocTiTKeHHsA. MeTOI0I0TIYHYy
OCHOBY pOOOTH CTaHOBJISATH: METOJ TCOPETHUHHUX JOCIIJKCHb, IHAYKINT 1 JACAYKIlii, CIIOCTEPEIKCHHS,
MOPIBHSHHSA, aHali3 1 cHHTE3. MeTOMOJIOrIsl TPYHTY€EThCS Ha MPUHIMIIAX ICTOPU3MY, CUCTEMHOCTI U
HaykoBocTi. HaykoBa HOBH3HA. B HayKOBOMY JOCIIJUKEHI MIJAKPECICHO POJb iCTOPHUKO-KYJIBTYPHOT
CHaJIIHN MaJEeHbKHX MICT YKpaiHH Ta X MOXJIHMBOCTI JJISI PO3BUTKY Typu3My. OXapaKkTepH30BaHO:
MOHATIHHUI ~amapar iCTOPUKO-KYJIBTYPHOT CHAQAIIMHU, 11 OCOOJMBOCTI sK 00’€KTy CyCIHiJIBHO-
reorpadiyHOTO JOCHIMIKEHHS Ta CydyacHI TEHAEHLIl KyJIbTypHOI cmagumHu B YkpaiHi. Pe3yabraTn
JOCJTi/IZKEHHS CIIPUSTUMYTh BU3HAYCHHIO OTEHIIATy ICTOPUKO-KYJIBTYPHOT ClIaII[MHI MAJICHBKHUX MICT
Ta HOro BIUIMBY Ha PO3BHTOK TypH3MY B YKpaiHi. Ba)IIMBO MPOBOJAMTH CHCTEMATHYHE MOHITOPHHIOBE
JOCII/DKEHHST CTaHy KyJBTYPHOI CHAJIIMHH, [0 JO03BOJUTH BYACHO BUSBISTH MPOOJIEMH, OLIHIOBATH
e(EeKTUBHICTH 3aX0/iB 30epe)KECHHSI Ta BAKOPUCTAHHS 1 KOPUTYBATU cTpaTerii po3BUTKY Typusmy. OTxe,
pe3yJbTaTH JIOCHIUKCHHS MOXYTh CTaTH OCHOBOIO IS PO3POOKM CTpaTeriii Ta Iporpam pO3BHTKY
TypU3MYy, CIIPIMOBAHHUX Ha MPUBAOIMBICTH MATICHBKUX MICT ISl BITYUU3HSIHUX Ta 3apyOKHUX TYPUCTIB.

KuirouoBi cjioBa:. icTOPUKO-KYJIBTYpHA CIaIIMHA Y KpaiHu, MaJICHbKI MicTa, TCHJICHIIIT TOCIT IPKCHHS
KyJbTYPHOI CIAIMHY, CYCHiTbHO-TeorpadiuHe JOCIiIKEHHS.

Introduction. The historical and cultural heritage of Ukraine’s small towns has
significant potential for tourism development. These towns are rich in unique architectural
monuments, traditions, crafts and other cultural values that attract tourists. The development
of tourism based on the historical and cultural heritage of small towns contributes to regional
development, increases local incomes and improves infrastructure. The involvement of the
public and private sectors, as well as active public participation, are important factors in
the development of heritage tourism. Cooperation of all stakeholders is important to create
tourist routes, support cultural events and ensure the quality of tourist services.

To this end, it is necessary to use modern technologies, such as digital media and
interactive exhibitions, to attract tourists’ attention and promote the historical and cultural
heritage of small towns. Today, special attention needs to be paid to the preservation and
restoration of historical and cultural sites, as well as to supporting traditions and folk crafts
that help preserve the authenticity and attractiveness of small towns for tourists. One of the
key aspects is to support and encourage public participation in the process of preserving
and using historical and cultural heritage.The involvement of local residents, experts,
active NGOs and volunteers can contribute to the effective implementation of projects, the
creation of new initiatives and the sustainable development of small towns, and help ensure
a comfortable and attractive stay for tourists.

Analysis of recent research and publications. Issues related to the development of
the historical and cultural heritage of Ukraine are of considerable scientific interest to
researchers.

A significant contribution to the development of the problem was made by Hrytsyk M.
(2005), Gansky V. (2018), Kornienko V. (2009), Bubenko P. & Panova O. (2017), Gurzha
K. (2020), Pyvovar L. (2010), Polyvach K. (2007), which analyses the role of tourism in
promoting the cultural heritage of Ukraine.

The scientific works of Andres G. (2008), Vecherskyi V. (1999; 2003), Kondel-
Perminova N. (2009), which address the problems of preserving the architectural and
urban heritage of Ukraine during the transformation processes of the monument protection
industry of Ukraine, remain relevant.

The legal regulation of the process of development and preservation of the historical
and cultural heritage of Ukraine has been studied by such scholars as: Myshchak 1. (2015),
Pyvovar L. (2010). However, there is currently no comprehensive study on the topic. It is
also noteworthy that, despite the growing relevance of the topic, scientific interest in its
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study has declined in recent years, but in light of the Russian-Ukrainian war, the topic
requires a thorough study.

The purpose of the article is to examine, based on the analysis of available sources, the
foundations of the historical and cultural heritage of small towns in Ukraine.

In order to achieve this goal, the following tasks are envisaged: to analyse the existing
historiography of the problem; to analyse the cultural tourism potential of Ukraine; to
determine the role of the state in preserving the cultural heritage of small towns in Ukraine;
to identify the features and possibilities of promoting a historical and cultural tour of small
towns in Ukraine.

Research methods and methodology. The methods of logical analysis, systematic
approach, statistical, cluster analysis, forecasting methods, economic and mathematical
methods and methods of mathematical modelling were used in the preparation of the
study. In particular, the methods of analysis and synthesis were used in connection with
the definition of the following concepts: legal protection, cultural heritage, historical and
cultural monuments, etc.Social deterministic — in the process of studying trends in the
development of legislation on the protection of cultural heritage; historical and comparative
legal methods — in the study of the main legal acts on the protection of historical and cultural
monuments at all stages of the formation of Ukrainian statehood and in their analysis.

Presentation and discussion of the main research material. Small towns in
Ukraine have significant potential for tourism development. These cities preserve a rich
historical and cultural heritage, including ancient architecture, cultural monuments and
traditions. The growing interest in travel and educational tourism creates opportunities for
the development of the tourism potential of small towns, and the historical and cultural
heritage is a significant factor in this.

The conceptual framework of historical and cultural heritage

The conceptual framework of historical and cultural heritage is a tool used to systematise
and understand historical and cultural heritage. It allows for the analysis, classification and
explanation of various aspects of cultural heritage, such as architecture, art, traditions and other
manifestations of popular culture. This tool helps to preserve and transmit valuable knowledge
and understanding of the past for future generations (Yurchenko, 2011, p. 229-230).

The cultural heritage of Ukraine is a valuable spiritual and social potential that forms
the basis for the sustainable development of our independent state. Preservation of cultural
heritage, historical memory and national identity are important components of national
security. These cultural heritage sites are unique and provide us with an opportunity to
understand our past and enrich our contemporary culture.

Art, culture and nature are sources that allow us to perceive the essence of the country in
a deeper way. Personal observations and direct experience in a World Heritage site can be
so fascinating that a person becomes an intermediary and joins a new culture. This process
of adaptation of a carrier of one culture to another contributes to the mixing, penetration,
enrichment and synthesis (integration) of nations. As a result, there is a better mutual
understanding, mutual perception, mutual influence and joint development both at the level
of individuals and between world societies and other actors (Lytovchenko, 2014, p. 363-364).

The existing component structure of the cultural heritage of Ukraine is defined by the
Law of Ukraine “On Protection of Cultural Heritage”, according to which cultural heritage
objects are divided by type into structures (works); complexes (ensembles); sights [On the
Protection of Cultural Heritage].

Since there are a number of definitions and characteristics of historical and cultural
heritage that depend on different goals and objectives, we can begin to consider and analyse
them with a logical interpretation of the term “cultural heritage”, which is given in Article
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1 of the Convention concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage.
According to this Convention, cultural heritage is classified into three categories:

- Monuments: works of architecture, monumental
sculpture and painting, elements and structures of an
archaeological nature, inscriptions, caves and groups of
elements that have outstanding universal value from the
point of view of history, art or science;

— Ensembles: groups of isolated or united buildings,
the architecture, unity or connection with the landscape of

which is of outstanding universal value from the point of
view of history, art or science;

— Landmarks: works of man or joint works of man and
nature, as well as areas, including archaeological sites, of
universal value from the point of view of history,
aesthetics, ethnology or anthropology”

Figure 1. Categories of cultural heritage
[Convention on the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage].
For a complete understanding of cultural heritage, it is worth highlighting its objects.

Table 1

Objects of cultural heritage
[compiled by the author based on the research of V.V Vechersky (2003)].

Object name Characteristic

These include ancient settlements, fortifications, military camps, production sites,
irrigation systems, roads, burial grounds, cultural sites and structures, megaliths,

Arc}cl)ail;g(l:?sglcal caves, pgtroglyphs, historical battlefields, and assoc.iatc?d movable objects.
These objects are underground and underwater and are indispensable sources of
information about the origin and development of civilization.

Buildings, structures and their complexes (ensembles), individual burials

and necropolises, places of mass burials of dead and fallen military personnel

(including foreigners) who died as a result of wars, deportations and political

Historical repressions on the territory of Ukraine. This list also includes places of combat
objects operations, places of sunken warships, sea and river vessels with remains of

military equipment, weapons, ammunition, etc. In addition, it includes significant
places related to historical events, life and activities of famous persons, culture
and life of peoples.
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Object name Characteristic
Objects of Works of flne art, which can be independent or associated with architectural,
monumental art archaeological or other monuments, as well as with the complexes or ensembles
formed by them.
Objects of Buildings .and architeqtural structures that hav; been completely or partially
architecture preserved in an .a.uthentlc state and have characteristic features of a certain culture,
era, styles, traditions, or they are the works of famous authors.
Historically formed centers of settlements, streets, quarters, squares, complexes
City planning (er}se.mbles), which have a prc.aserved. planning and spatial structure, historical
objects bulldlngs and are often f:omblned .Wlth the ngtu.ral landscapg. They may also
include remnants of ancient planning and buildings embodying certain urban
planning ideas
Objects of Combination of park construction with natural or man-made landscapes
garden and park
art
Landscape Natural areas of historical value
objects
Objects of Unique industrial, production, research and production, engineering, engineering
science and and transport and mining objects that reflect the level of development of science
technology and technology in a certain era, specific scientific directions or industrial branches

The definition of modern ideas about cultural heritage is based on the following basic
principles:

1. Awareness of the importance and urgency of supporting the natural and cultural
environment, which provides a person with a connection with nature and objects of cultural
heritage in society.

2. Understanding that cultural heritage is a necessary condition for sustainable
development, formation of national identity and harmonious development of personality.

The advantages of sites included in the World Cultural Heritage List are reflected in the
World Heritage Conservation Concept, which is the most effective global instrument for
the protection of natural and cultural sites.

This concept is embodied in a number of international legal acts, such as conventions,
recommendations and declarations, which have been ratified by many countries (Vecherskyi,
2003, p. 133). The conceptual apparatus of historical and cultural heritage is important for
understanding, analysis and research of historical and cultural heritage. The main role and
purpose of the conceptual apparatus include:

The conceptual framework of historical and cultural heritage consists of a number
of key terms and concepts that help to understand, analyse and interpret historical
and cultural heritage.The main elements that may be included in the conceptual
framework include:

1. Historical and cultural heritage: a term that describes a collection of objects, artefacts,
traditions, knowledge and values that are passed down from previous generations and are
important for understanding history, culture and identity.

2. Cultural monument: an object or phenomenon that has great value for cultural heritage
and requires special protection and preservation.

3. National cultural reserve: a specially defined territory where significant cultural
values are concentrated and where special measures are established for their preservation
and promotion.
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4. Archaeological objects: traces of past civilizations, excavations of archaeological
sites, finds of artifacts and remains of structures that help to reconstruct the history and
culture of past eras.

5. Cultural tourism: a form of tourism aimed at visiting and learning about cultural
monuments, traditions, art and other aspects of historical and cultural heritage.

6. Preservation and protection: principles, methods and strategies aimed at the
preservation, restoration and protection of the historical and cultural heritage, in particular
the application of conservation technologies, the legal aspect of the protection of cultural
values, the role of international organizations in the preservation of heritage.

7. Inventory and cataloguing: systematic accounting and classification of historical and
cultural objects and values to create a database and facilitate further research and protection.

Table 2

The main role and purpose of the conceptual apparatus
(compiled by the author based on (Myshchak, 2015. p. 15-20).

Role and purpose Characteristic

The conceptual framework helps to establish an unambiguous understanding of

Unification of the terms and concepts used in the context of historical and cultural heritage.
terminology This helps to avoid misunderstandings and confusion in communication and
knowledge exchange.
The conceptual framework provides the necessary tools for analysing and
Analysis and interpreting historical and cultural heritage.It helps to reveal the meaning,
interpretation context and interrelationships between different elements of heritage, to

understand their value and impact on society.

The conceptual framework plays an important role in the preservation and
protection of historical and cultural heritage.It allows for the creation of a
system of classification and inventory of heritage, prioritisation of protection
measures, development of conservation strategies, and identification of the most
effective methods of preservation and restoration of values.

Conservation and
protection

The conceptual framework is the basis for communication and knowledge
exchange between professionals, researchers, the public and other stakeholders.
Cultural exchange | It creates a common language that helps to avoid misunderstandings and
and cooperation | promotes mutual understanding between different groups of stakeholders.
It promotes fruitful cultural exchange, cooperation and interaction between
different countries, regions and communities.

The conceptual framework is essential for the development of tourism, especially
cultural tourism.It provides a basis for creating routes, developing tourist
programmes and services aimed at promoting historical and cultural heritage.
This helps to attract tourists, increase revenues from the tourism industry, and
contribute to the development of small towns and regions.

Development of
tourism

The conceptual framework helps to reveal the significance of historical and
cultural heritage for the formation of identity and a sense of belonging to a
Identity formation | particular cultural community.It emphasises the value and uniqueness of cultural
traditions, values and heritage, which helps to preserve and reproduce cultural
heritage for future generations.
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8. Interaction with communities: taking into account the interests and practices of
local communities, their participation in the process of preservation and development of
historical and cultural heritage.

9. Urbanism and the development of cultural policy: planning the development of
local settlements in view of the preservation and use of historical and cultural values, the
formulation of relevant strategies and policies (Pyvovar, 2010, p. 167-168).

The conceptual apparatus of historical and cultural heritage includes these elements
that help clarify, expand and deepen the concept and meaning of historical and cultural
heritage. The use of these concepts allows you to create a basis for further research and
analysis of values associated with culture and past eras.

In Ukraine, as a country with a rich and diverse cultural heritage, research and
protection of valuable historical, architectural, archaeological and artistic objects are of
great importance. Modern trends in the study of cultural heritage in Ukraine reflect new
approaches and methodologies aimed at comprehensive understanding, preservation and
popularization of this important component of national cultural wealth.

Recently, great importance is attached to the geographical aspect in the study of cultural
and natural heritage, since their existence and development in time and space are related to the
geographical conditions of their functioning. However, geographical studies of cultural heritage
in Ukraine are scattered and do not always have a constructive approach. There is a lack of a
suitable research center or department in the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine and
higher educational institutions, which further complicates this situation. It is also important
to note that introdu ced concepts such as “cultural landscape” and “industrial landscape”
are not clearly reflected in the natural areas of the country, and little research is conducted
in this direction. This situation significantly affects the work of the Institute of Geography
of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine on the creation of the Atlas “Population of
Ukraine and its natural and cultural heritage”. Despite this, the conducted research provides an
opportunity to identify trends in the preservation of cultural heritage and to put forward separate
proposals and recommendations for its preservation and use (Polyvach, 2007, p. 124-125).

Table 3
Main trends of cultural heritage research in Ukraine
(compiled by the author based on the research of O. G. Topchiev (2010))

Research trends Characteristic

Scholars are increasingly combining different fields of knowledge, such as
Interdisciplinary | archaeology, history, art history, anthropology and sociology, for a deeper

approach understanding of cultural heritage. This allows you to get complex data and
interpretations.

The use of digital tools is becoming increasingly common in cultural heritage
research. This includes 3D scanning and visualization of objects, web archives,
virtual tours and open access to data to help preserve, study and promote heritage.

Digital
technologies

The involvement of the public and local communities is increasingly important
Communitarian | in cultural heritage research. It promotes the active involvement of people in

approach the process of preservation and understanding of heritage, and helps preserve
traditions and history.

Ukraine actively cooperates with international organizations and partners to
Global exchange experience and best practices in the preservation and research of cultural

cooperation heritage. This contributes to the expansion of knowledge, the improvement of the

qualifications of specialists and the improvement of research standards.
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Ukraine is actively working to develop and implement innovative approaches to
cultural heritage management. This includes the development of new strategies, policies
and programmes aimed at the rational use and preservation of heritage, the introduction
of modern methods of management and monitoring of the condition of sites, as well as
the creation of an effective system of coordination between various structures and bodies
dealing with cultural heritage.

Current trends in cultural heritage research in Ukraine also take into account the need
for sustainable development and preservation of cultural heritage. There is a growing
awareness of the importance of a balanced approach that combines heritage protection with
the ability to meet the needs of modern society. This means developing strategies aimed
at ensuring the sustainable use of cultural heritage sites, preserving their authenticity and
integrating them into modern socio-cultural processes.

The need to expand the geography of research also reflects current trends.In addition to
studying the already well-known cultural heritage sites, researchers are paying attention to
less studied and insufficiently documented sites. This allows us to expand our information
about the cultural past of the country and identify new valuable sites that should be included
in the national heritage.

The role of social definition of cultural heritage is also growing.The understanding
that the heritage belongs not only to the state or the expert community, but also to
citizens, residents of cities and villages, is becoming more widespread.This promotes
active public participation in the processes of preservation, restoration and promotion
of cultural heritage.

Databases are an important component in the process of cultural heritage research
in Ukraine.Here are some ways in which databases contribute to cultural heritage
research:

1. Storage and organization of information: It is databases that allow the storage of large
amounts of cultural heritage data, including descriptions, photographs, historical data and
other relevant information. They help organize this information into a logical structure that
makes it easier to access and find.

2. Analysis and Exploration: They provide the opportunity to conduct a variety of data
analysis, allowing researchers to find connections, trends, and new discoveries. With the
help of databases, you can search by keywords, filter information by various parameters,
perform statistical analysis, etc.

3. Interactivity and visualization: databases enable the creation of interactive interfaces
and visualizations that facilitate understanding and facilitate the study of cultural heritage.
These can be web archives, virtual tours, digital maps, 3D models and other tools that help
to recreate and explore heritage sites.

4. Storage and organization of information: databases enable the storage of large
amounts of cultural heritage data, including descriptions, photographs, historical data and
other relevant information. They help organize this information into a logical structure that
makes it easier to access and find.

Analysis and Research: This component of cultural heritage research provides the
opportunity to conduct a variety of data analysis, allowing researchers to find connections,
trends and new discoveries. With the help of databases, you can search by keywords, filter
information according to various parameters, perform statistical analysis, etc. (Andres,
2008. p. 6-7).

The next component in cultural heritage research is statistical methods used to analyze
data, identify trends, conduct comparative studies, and confirm hypotheses. The following
auxiliary properties of statistical methods can be defined:
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Data analysis: enable analysis of large amounts of cultural heritage data, including
numerical data, ratings, assessments and other parameters. With the help of statistical
methods, you can find patterns, identify trends and draw conclusions based on
objective data.

1. Geographical analysis: statistical methods can be used to study the geographical
aspects of cultural heritage, such as the location of objects, distribution and spatial
relationships. For example, you can perform an analysis of the density of the location
of monuments, find geographical areas with a high level of heritage or identify spatial
dependencies in the development of cultural objects.

2. Comparative studies: this method allows for comparative analysis between different
aspects of cultural heritage, for example, between regions, eras or types of objects. This
allows us to identify similarities, differences and draw conclusions about the influence of
various factors on the development of heritage.

3. Forecasting and planning: statistical methods can be used to predict future trends in
the development of cultural heritage, for example, the popularity of tourist sites or changes
in the way heritage is used. This helps in effective planning and resource management
aimed at heritage conservation and development.

4. Identification of trends and influential factors: they also allow to identify trends
in the development of cultural heritage and establish influential factors that promote or
inhibit development. For example, it is possible to investigate the influence of economic,
social or political factors on the state and development of cultural heritage (Voronov,
2020, p. 210-211).

An equally important component is geographic information systems (GIS), which play
a significant role in the study of cultural heritage in Ukraine, as they provide a convenient
and effective way of organizing, analyzing and visualizing geographic data. The help of
this component consists in the following items.

1. Spatial analysis: they allow you to perform spatial analysis of geographical data
about cultural heritage, such as the location of monuments, architectural complexes,
archaeological finds, etc. With the help of GIS, you can carry out spatial queries, identify
connections between objects and establish spatial patterns.

2. Data management: geographic information systems can be used to collect, store
and manage geographic data on cultural heritage. They provide structured and centralized
storage of information about heritage objects, their attributes, images, etc. This simplifies
access to data, ensures its consolidation and convenient management of information.

3. Visualization of data: GIS allow visualization of geographic data about cultural
heritage in the form of maps, images, models, etc. This helps to more easily perceive and
understand the spatial context of heritage, identify dependencies and find new insights.

4. Modeling and forecasting: They can use spatial models to model and forecast
the development of cultural heritage. Based on geographic data such as landmark
locations, demographics, economic indicators, etc., predictive models can be created
to help predict trends and influence heritage development through effective resource
and infrastructure planning.

5. Risk management and assessment: GIS can be used to manage cultural heritage risks.
For example, they can be used to assess potential threats such as development, natural
disasters or anthropogenic impacts on heritage sites. This allows you to make informed
decisions regarding the preservation and protection of valuable objects.

6. Communication and public information: GIS can be used to create interactive maps
and web applications that allow the public to access cultural heritage information, including
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virtual tours, historical data, site locations, etc. This contributes to raising community
awareness and interaction with heritage (Topchiev, 2010, p. 23-24).

Another important component is graphic reconstructions of cultural heritage objects,
which play an important role in the study and visualization of cultural heritage in Ukraine.
Here are a few ways that graphic reconstructions help with research.

1. Reproducing the appearance of objects: graphic reconstructions make it possible to
reproduce the appearance of cultural heritage objects as they might have looked in the
past. This allows researchers and the public to better imagine what buildings, monuments,
artifacts, etc. looked like in their original state.

2. Visualization of historical contexts: this component can help to visualize the
historical contexts and environment in which heritage objects are placed. This provides
a better understanding of the social, cultural and natural environment in which the
heritage existed.

3. Reconstruction of missing objects: used to reproduce missing objects of cultural
heritage that have been destroyed or disappeared from the ground. This allows us to
reconstruct the appearance of lost historic buildings, structures or artefacts and explore
their meaning and context.

4. Promotion and education: graphic reconstructions can be used to promote cultural
heritage and educate the public. They provide an opportunity to show a wide audience
a visual reconstruction of historical objects and monuments, providing a clear and
attractive form of information presentation. This can be used in museums, exhibitions,
historical tours or virtual tours to engage the audience and stimulate their interest in
cultural heritage.

5. Research and Analysis: These are used in cultural heritage research and analysis.
Graphic reconstructions make it possible to perform a comparative analysis of various
stages of development of objects and to detect changes in their structure, architecture or
functionality (Borysenko V. & Borysenko M., 2022, p. 75-76).

Modern trends in cultural heritage research in Ukraine include the use of databases,
statistical methods, geographic information systems, graphic reconstructions, and other
innovative approaches. These methods contribute to the collection, analysis and visualization
of information about cultural heritage, improving the management and conservation of
heritage, expanding public awareness and education. The use of these approaches allows
us to enrich our understanding and relationship to the cultural heritage of Ukraine and
contributes to its preservation for future generations.

Cultural heritage is an important object of socio-geographic research, which covers a
wide range of tangible and intangible artifacts, monuments, traditions, places and historical
objects of great cultural significance. Cultural heritage embodies the wealth of cultural,
historical and natural heritage that has been formed over the centuries and is an integral part
of a society’s identity and heritage.

The geography of heritage, together with such cultural and geographic disciplines as
ethnocultural geography, geography of religions, geography of creativity, geography of
political culture, geotoponymy, etc., is a component of the geography of culture.

Directions of current socio-geographic research in the field of cultural heritage:

a) assessment of historical and cultural potential for various territorial units —
development of appropriate methodology and techniques and their practical application;

b) research into the nature and assessment of the degree of influence of cultural heritage
on the development of the territory — development of appropriate methodology and
techniques and their practical application;
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c¢) development of strategic planning and program-targeted approach in the sphere of
protection and use of cultural heritage (Topchiev, 2005, p. 146—-147).

Socio-geographic research of cultural heritage studies the interaction between man
and the environment, reveals the influence of cultural factors on the formation and
preservation of heritage, as well as understanding the relationship between culture
and space. This study covers the geographical location of monuments, the distribution
and diversity of cultural manifestations, the impact of cultural heritage on the
development of territories and society, as well as ways of preserving and using valuable
heritage objects.

In the context of socio-geographic research, when it comes to cultural heritage, the socio-
geographic approach involves the analysis of spatial features and forms that characterize
cultural heritage at different territorial levels.

Depending on the chosen object of socio-geographic research, there are different
approaches:

» the component approach involves the analysis of the territorial organization of
individual components of the object. In this case, individual elements and their interaction
are investigated;

» the complex approach is focused on the study of territorial combinations and
combinations of all the main socio-economic components, the object of research is socio-
geographical complexes;

* the geospheric approach deals with the study of socio-economic geospheres of the
Earth’s crust as a whole or in a separate regional context;

* the system-structural approach considers the objects of socio-geographic research as
geosystems, that is, system formations within the landscape envelope.

The study of socio-geographical aspects of cultural heritage is based on general scientific
principles and principles of social geography, as well as specific principles. General
scientific principles include systematicity, territoriality, complexity and proportionality of
territorial development, historical approach, perspective, mapping of socio-geographical
phenomena, ecological approach, sociological approach and economic approach to socio-
geographical knowledge, improvement of social living conditions of the population and
others. Socio-geographical methods include mathematical, field, zoning, comparative-
geographical, as well as systemic and genetic approaches, etc.

The scheme of socio-geographic research of cultural heritage is based on the following
methodological principles and provisions:

* unification of historical, cultural and natural heritage into a single, inseparable and
systemic entity, where heritage objects are interconnected with each other and with the
environment;

* protection not only of individual objects, but also of the entire historical, cultural and
natural environment;

* consideration of cultural and natural heritage as an integral component of modern
socio-cultural, socio-economic, political and ecological processes;

* a territorial approach to heritage preservation, taking into account historical and cultural
territories, nature reserves, cultural and natural monuments, ensembles, landscapes, as well
as preserved traditional socio-cultural and economic forms.

The algorithm of socio-geographic research of cultural heritage involves the following
stages:

1) preparatory (theoretical-methodological, methodical and informative);

2) analytical and synthetic;

3) applied.
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The scientists of the Institute of Heritage believe that the geographical (spatial) concept
of heritage is the basis of the geography of heritage. The main concepts of this concept
include cultural and natural heritage, functions of the territory, geographical diversity, the
geoframe of the territory and heritage territories (regions). The main idea of the concept
is that cultural and natural heritage is a necessary prerequisite for stable dynamics and
balanced development of geosystems at any territorial level. An important implication of
this finding is the awareness of heritage as a key factor in development.

The study of cultural heritage as an object of socio-geographic research makes it
possible to understand the meaning and role of heritage in society, to identify factors
affecting its preservation and development, as well as to develop strategies for the
management and preservation of cultural heritage taking into account geographical
aspects. In addition, the socio-geographic study of cultural heritage helps to understand
the influence of geographical factors, such as climate, natural resources and landscapes,
on the formation and spread of cultural phenomena and practices. This makes it possible
to analyze the spatial connections and interaction between culture and the environment,
as well as to identify the peculiarities of the distribution and concentration of cultural
objects on the territory (Abramov, 2022, p. 129).

As the researcher Vecherskyi (2003) notes, the territorial differentiation of heritage
occurs in space and time as a result of the following main factors:

a)natural (natural uniqueness, landscape aesthetics, benchmarking of natural components
and their combinations);

b) cultural (cultural uniqueness, authenticity);

c) historical and social (history of territory development);

d) mental (subjective circumstances of perception of the world of natural and cultural
values as heritage).

A unique historical and cultural territory can be described as a special and integral
spatial formation, which includes the territory and monuments connected to each other
by ethnic, economic, historical and geographical factors. This is a unique complex that
contributes to the preservation of the most important objects and phenomena of human
history and culture. Typically, unique territories are the basis of regional heritage systems.

According to the “Procedure for recognizing a populated place as historical”, approved
by the Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine on July 3, 2006 under No. 909,
a city, settlement and village can be recognized as historical and entered into the List if it
meets at least two of the following criteria:

» the presence of historical, architectural, landscape and garden and park objects of
cultural heritage that have city-forming significance; planning in accordance with past
historical eras (until the beginning of the 20th century);

* preservation of compositional centers and compositional axes of settlements;

* the presence of ordinary historical buildings.

The main areas of urban development in the historical settlement:

* preservation of cultural heritage and traditional nature of the environment;

* creation of favorable conditions for the functioning of historical areas;

 harmonious combination of new buildings with objects of cultural heritage.

One of the important aspects of the structural study of cultural heritage is the study
and analysis of its territorial structure, which includes “spatial combination (location,
relationship and interaction) of various economically significant areas, centers and lines”
(Kopievska, 2006, p. 23).

Conclusions and prospects for further research. The study of cultural heritage in
Ukraine is of great importance for the preservation and reproduction of national and world
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cultural heritage. This will contribute to the development of tourism and the opening of new
opportunities for the socio-economic development of the regions and the strengthening of
the identity of the population.

So, it can be concluded that the cultural heritage in Ukraine is a valuable resource that
needs research, preservation and rational use, taking into account geographical features
and the needs of society. The study of cultural heritage in Ukraine will help reveal its
uniqueness, reveal historical and cultural connections, enrich knowledge about the past and
promote understanding of the present.
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