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Abstract

The purpose of the article is to study the historical preconditions for the development of airline
transport in the field of tourist travel and to analyse its current state in Europe and the world in the
context of post-COVID recovery, as well as to identify new market needs that arise for passengers when
travelling by air. The research methodology is based on a combination of general scientific and special
methods of cognition. In the course of the work, the historical-logical method, a systematic approach,
methods of analysis and generalisation, comparative analysis, statistical and logical methods were used.
The scientific novelty of the study lies in a comprehensive study of the current stage of development of
air transport through the prism of post-pandemic recovery of the tourism industry. It is substantiated that
the pandemic has become not only a factor of decline, but also a point of change that has affected the
process of serving tourists in air transport in terms of sanitary and safety requirements, digitalisation of
service, and reorientation of tourist flows. Research results. The article examines the state of air transport
in the first months of the pandemic and the post-pandemic period of industry recovery; it examines the
dynamics of global passenger traffic with forecasts until 2030; examines the share of passenger air travel
by region of the world (Asia-Pacific, Europe, North and Latin America, the Middle East, Africa); the
market of each region is examined, taking into account revenues from air transport, airlines that have
become more competitive in it, and tourist destinations that have become popular in the post-COVID
period; The European aviation market has been analysed in detail in terms of passenger traffic and major
airports in countries such as the United Kingdom, Germany, France, Spain, Italy, Poland, Hungary, the
Netherlands and Ireland. It has been established that air transport is an integral part of the international
tourism infrastructure, as it provides fast, comfortable and efficient passenger travel over long distances.
It contributes to the development of remote tourist destinations, creates new tourist routes and stimulates
the economies of regions that are actively integrating into international tourist flows.

Keywords: airline transport, tourist travel, international tourism, post-COVID recovery, Europe,
sustainable development, tourist mobility.
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ICTOPAYHI TEPEAYMOBHU TA CYYACHUM CTAH
ABIAIIIMHOI'O TPAHCIIOPTY ITPU OPTAHI3AIIIT
TYPUCTUUYHHUX OJOPOXKEM B €BPOIII TA CBITY

AHoTanisn
MeTo10 cTATTi € JIOCHIPKEHHS ICTOPUYHUX HEepeyMOB PO3BHUTKY aBiallifHOrO TPaHCIIOPTY y coepi
TYPUCTHYHUX TOJOPOXKEH Ta aHai3 HOro Cy4acHOro ctaHy B €BpOII Ta CBITi B yMOBaX IMOCTKOBIIHOTO
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BIJIHOBJICHHS], @ TAKOXK BU3HAUEHHS HOBUX IOTPEO PUHKY, SIKi 3’ ABJISIOTHCS Y ACAKUPIB Mijl Yac MOJOPOXKi
3 BUKOPMUCTAHHSM aBialiiiHoro Tpancrnopry. MeTogoJiorisi JocifzkeHHs1 0a3yeTbCsl Ha I10€JHAHHI
3araJlbHOHAYKOBHX 1 CIIeHiaIbHUX METOIB Mi3HAHH:. Y Tporieci poOOTH 3aCTOCOBAHO 1CTOPHKO-JIOTTYHHUIA
METOJI, CHCTEMHHUH MiAXiJl, METOJM aHalli3y W y3araJbHCHHS MOPIBHJIBHHNA aHali3, CTATHCTHYHI Ta
noriuanii Mmetoau. HaykoBa HOBH3HA J0CJIiTKEHHSsI TIONSTae y KOMIUIEKCHOMY JIOCTIIKEHHI CydacHOTO
eTary pO3BUTKY aBiallifHOro TPaHCHOPTY Kpi3b HNPH3MY MOCTHAHAEMIYHOTO BiJHOBIECHHS TYPHUCTHYHOI
raiy3i. OOIpyHTOBaHO, 110 IaHJEMis cTajla He Juie (HakTOpoM CIamy, a i TOUKOIO 3MiH, sIKi BIUIMHYJIH
Ha polec 00CIyroByBaHHs TYPHUCTIB Ha aBiallifHOMY TPaHCIIOPTI, 110 CTOCYEThCS CaHITAPHO-0E3MEKOBUX
BUMOT, IU(POBI3aIlii CEpBICHOr0 00CIYrOBYBaHHS, TIEPEOPIEHTAIIF0 TYPUCTHYHHX MOTOKIB. Pe3yabTaTn
JDOCJTizKeHHsl. B crarTi J0CHKEHO CTaH aBiallifHOrO TPAHCIOPTY y TMepIli MicsAll HaHaeMmil Ta
TMICISKOBIHUI TIepio/l BiTHOBJICHHS ralty3i; IOCHIIPKEHO JIUHAMIKY CBITOBHX IMAaCaKMPCHKUX TEPEBE3CHb
3 iporro3amu 710 2030 p.; pO3rIIsIHYTO YaCTKY MACAKUPCHKHUX aBiallifiHUX TIEPEMIILICHb 32 PEriOHAMH CBITY
(Asiarcbko-Tuxookeancbkuil perion, €spomna, ITiBHiuni Ta Jlatuncbka Amepuka, bisbkuii Cxin, Appuka);
JOCIIPKEHO PUHOK KOXKHOI'O PErioHy 3 BpaXyBaHHSM JOXOJIB BiJ aBiallilfHUX IepeBe3eHb, aBlaKOMIIaHiI,
SIKI CTaITH OLTBII KOHKYPEHTOCTIPOMOXKHIMHE B HBOMY Ta TYPHCTHYHI HAIIPSIMH, SKi CTAITH TIOITYJIIPHUMH B
TTICISIKOBIHUI TIepioJ1; IeTAIbHO MPOAHAI30BaHMH aBialliitHUI pUHOK €BPONH 1010 TTACAKUPOIIOTOKY Ta
OCHOBHHX aepOIOPTIB TaKUX KpaiH sik Benuka bpuranis, Himeuunna, ®panuis, Icnanis, Itanis, [Tonbia,
VYropuuna, Hinepnanau, Ipnanngis. Beranosneno, 1o aBiauiifHuil TpaHCIIOPT € HEBIJ €MHOIO CKJIAJI0BOIO
iH(pacTpyKTypu MIXHAPOAHOIO TYpU3MY, OCKUIbKM 3a0e3medye IIBHIKe, kKoMpopTHe I edexTuBHE
HepeMilleHHs TACAXKUPIB Ha BENUKI BiJCTaHi. BiH crpuste po3BUTKY BiTaJIeHHX TYPHCTHYHUX HAIPSMKIB,
(hopMye HOBI TYpPHUCTHYHI MapIIPyTH Ta CTUMYJIOE CKOHOMIKY PETIOHIB, SIKI aKTHBHO IHTETPYHOTHCS B
MDKHAPO/IHI TYPUCTHYHI TTOTOKH.

KurouoBi cjioBa: aBialliiiHuii TpaHCIOPT, TYPUCTHYHI TOJJOPOXKI, MIKHAPOIHHIA TYPHU3M, TIOCTKOBITHE
BiZTHOBJICHHS, €Bpona, CTanuii po3BUTOK, TYPUCTUYHA MOOITIbHICTS.

Introduction. Modern international tourism is impossible to imagine without air
transport, which provides fast and comfortable travel for tourists over long distances. Airline
transport plays an important role in the development of the tourism industry, contributing
to the expansion of tourist flows and increasing the competitiveness of tourist destinations.

At the same time, the events of 2020 related to the COVID-19 pandemic posed an
unprecedented challenge to the global aviation industry, causing a sharp decline in air
travel, the closure of borders and the virtual halt of international tourism. In the post-
COVID period, air transport has entered a phase of gradual recovery. The modern tourism
market is characterised by growing demand for air transport, driven by increased population
mobility, the development of international tourist flows and improvements in air transport
infrastructure.

Air transport provides fast, comfortable and safe travel for tourists, which contributes
to the development of long-distance tourist destinations and opens up new opportunities
for travel companies. At the same time, the air transport market faces a number of
challenges, including fluctuations in airfare prices, economic crises, technical innovations,
environmental requirements and geopolitical risks.

Analysis of the latest research and publications. Much of the current research focuses
on analysing the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the airlines industry, assessing the
pace of its recovery and changes in the structure of demand for tourist air travel. Scientists
pay special attention to the issues of airlines adapting to new market needs. At the same time,
the issues of combining historical aspects of aviation transport development with an analysis
of its current state in the context of organising tourist travel in the post-COVID period remain
insufficiently covered, which necessitates further scientific research in this area.

The article uses analytical and statistical materials from international tourism and
transport organisations that form the general state of tourist flows using air transport.
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Publications by the World Tourism Organisation (UN Tourism) reveal the relationship
between the development of air transport and the growth of international tourist flows, and
define the role of air transport in the accessibility of tourist destinations.

Materials from the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) highlight the
historical stages of aviation development, flight safety standards, and current trends in
the aviation industry. ICAO data allows us to substantiate the impact of aviation on the
international mobility of the population during tourist travel.

In analysing the current state of air transport, we have made extensive use of reports
from the International Air Transport Association (IATA), which contain information
on passenger flows, air transport structures, and low-cost airlines after the 2019
pandemic. These sources have allowed us to track the dynamics of tourist travel using
air transport.

Particular emphasis is placed on official analytical reports on the development of aviation
infrastructure for air transport in Europe and its impact on the mobility of the population
for tourism purposes. This has made it possible to reveal the regional characteristics of the
functioning of air transport in Europe in comparison with global trends.

The purpose of the article is to study the historical preconditions for the development
of airline transport in the field of tourist travel and to analyse its current state in Europe and
the world in the context of post-COVID recovery, as well as to identify new market needs
that arise for passengers when travelling by airline transport.

To achieve this purpose, the following tasks were set: to analyse the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic on the development of air transport in the tourism sector, to conduct
a market analysis of the recovery of air transport in Europe and worldwide, and to study
the European aviation market.

Research methods and methodology. The methodological basis of the article consists
of general scientific and special methods of cognition. The analysis uses the historical
method to study the post-COVID stage of aviation transport development, a systematic
approach to consider aviation as a component of tourism infrastructure, as well as methods
of analysis and generalisation to process scientific sources and statistical materials.
Comparative analysis made it possible to trace the peculiarities of the development of air
transport in Europe and other regions of the world, and the logical method contributed to
the formation of well-founded conclusions about the current state of the industry.

Presentation of the main research material.

The global air transport market is one of the important components of the global tourism
industry, providing mobility for millions of tourists every day. Air transport allows you to
cover long distances in a short time, making it a particularly popular means of travel among
tourists, both for business and leisure.

The introduction of quarantine restrictions due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the closure
of state borders and a sharp reduction in international mobility of the population in 2020
effectively led to an almost complete halt in international air traffic. For the tourism industry,
this meant the loss of the main channel for tourist travel.

In the post-pandemic period, the industry experienced a significant recovery,
accompanied by stricter health and safety requirements and the growing role of digital
technologies, including contactless airline ticket booking.

In 2021 and 2022, the situation began to stabilise. Thanks to the resumption of domestic
air travel in many countries, especially in Asia and North America, passenger numbers rose
to 4.3 billion in 2021 and 6.7 billion in 2022. These years marked a transition from a deep
crisis to a phase of active recovery.
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The year 2023 saw an almost complete return to pre-crisis traffic volumes. According to
the Airports Council International ,8.7 billion passengers used air transport in 2023, which
is approximately 95% of the 2019 level (Global passenger traffic expected to recover by
2024 and reach 9.4 billion passengers, 2023). This was facilitated by the resumption of
international tourism, the gradual lifting of quarantine restrictions, and growing confidence
among tourists.

In 2024, passenger numbers exceeded pre-crisis levels and reached 9.5 billion. This
figure is expected to reach 9.9 billion in 2025. According to their estimates, by 2030, global
passenger air traffic will amount to approximately 12 billion passengers per year, as shown
in Figure 1.

This growth is attributable to increased population mobility, growing demand for travel
in emerging economies, the expansion of low-cost airline networks, and the modernisation
of airport infrastructure. After a sharp decline at the beginning of the decade, global
aviation has demonstrated its ability to adapt and recover steadily, ushering in a new phase
of development in the post-pandemic world.
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Figure 1. Dynamics of global passenger traffic since 2020 with forecasts until 2030
(Joint Passenger Traffic Report, Trends, and Outlook, 2025)

The global passenger air transport market is characterised by a clear regional structure
that reflects the specifics of economic development, tourism activity, urbanisation levels
and transport infrastructure density.

The Asia-Pacific region accounts for the largest share of air passenger traffic worldwide,
accounting for 33.5% of total traffic. This is due to rapid urbanisation, active business
mobility of the population, and a developed network of international hubs in cities such
as Singapore, Tokyo, Hong Kong, Seoul and Beijing. In addition, the region is actively
investing in infrastructure development, airport modernisation and the introduction of
digital technologies to improve passenger service quality.

Europe accounts for 26.7% of global air traffic. The region is characterised by a dense
network of air connections, high availability of low-cost flights, significant cross-border
tourism and active use of aviation for short and medium distances for both business and
leisure purposes.

America as a whole accounts for 28.2% of global air passenger traffic. Within the
region, North America accounts for 22.9%, driven by the strong domestic air transport
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market in the United States and Canada, high population mobility and the presence of large
carriers. Latin America accounts for 5.3% of global traffic, showing positive dynamics
due to gradual economic growth and the development of regional tourism. At the same
time, competition between national and private carriers is intensifying in the region, which
contributes to improving service quality.

The Middle East accounts for 9.4% of global traffic thanks to its strategic
geographical location between three continents and the strong position of hubs in
Dubai, Doha and Abu Dhabi. Many passengers use the services of airlines in this
region as transit carriers.

Africa has the smallest share, only 2.2%, which is explained by poorly developed
infrastructure, low purchasing power of the population and a limited number of air routes.
At the same time, Africa is considered a promising destination for future growth in air
traffic.

The share of passenger air travel by region of the world in 2024 is shown in Fig. 2.

W Asia-Pacific region = Europe
North America B Middle East
® Latin America m Africa

Figure 2 . Share of passenger air travel by region of the world in 2024 Global
(Air Passenger Demand Reaches Record High in 2024, 2025)

Passenger air transport in the Americas region has shown complex but predictable
dynamics over the past five years. The region includes North, Central and South America,
but the bulk of traffic is concentrated in North America, particularly the United States. The
aviation industry here is one of the oldest and most developed in the world, with a high
level of domestic mobility and a strong infrastructure.

In America, air traffic fell sharply in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, with
only about 0.4 billion passengers using air transport, which was a historic low. The
complete closure of international connections, quarantine measures and falling demand
forced dozens of airlines to reduce or suspend operations. A gradual recovery began in
2021, especially in the United States, where domestic flights were actively restored, with
passenger traffic increasing to 0.8 billion. In 2022, air traffic grew to 1.2 billion passengers
thanks to the lifting of restrictions and the return of international tourism. In 2023, traffic
reached 1.6 billion, almost matching pre-pandemic levels. In 2024, there were about 1.7
billion passengers, indicating a return to stable growth. The growth dynamics are shown
in Fig. 3.
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Figure 3. Dynamics of air transport in the Americas region, 2020-2024
(Airports Council Releases 2020 Traffic Data, 2021)

Important trends include the digitisation of aviation services, process automation, the
introduction of sustainable technologies and growing demand for domestic flights. Regional
hubs such as Dallas, Atlanta, Toronto and Panama play an important role, becoming key
transfer points between North and South America.

In 2021, the situation began to gradually improve, with passenger traffic rising to 0.2
billion. In 2022, traffic reached 0.3 billion passengers, and in 2023, 0.4 billion, indicating
a steady, albeit slow, recovery in the aviation industry. In 2024, passenger traffic grew to
0.45 billion, as can be seen in Figure 4.
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Figure 4. Dynamics of air transport in the African region in 2020-2024
(African air traffic heads for recovery , 2023)

The air transport market in Africa remains fragmented, with significant challenges
related to regulatory barriers, high fuel prices and a shortage of skilled personnel. Despite
this, some airlines play a prominent role in the development of connectivity in the region.
In particular, Ethiopian Airlines is the continent’s largest and most successful carrier, with
an extensive network of international and regional routes. Also noteworthy are Royal Air
Maroc and Kenya Airways, which are actively developing transcontinental flights and
cooperation with global airline alliances.
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The region’s aviation industry has shown flexibility: the recovery has been uneven,
depending on government policies on opening borders. The prolonged maintenance of
quarantine restrictions in China slowed the overall return to pre-crisis volumes, but in
2023, the lifting of domestic and external restrictions gave a significant boost to growth.
At the same time, the low-cost carrier segment, which is particularly popular in Southeast
Asia, developed actively, and airport infrastructure in major cities expanded.

In 2024, passenger traffic reached 2.05 billion, a record for the region. Compared to 2020,
this is more than a fourfold increase, demonstrating extraordinary resilience and high demand
for air travel. The dynamics of change are shown in Fig. 5. China, India, Indonesia and Vietnam
became the main generators of traffic, while major air hubs — Singapore, Hong Kong, Seoul and
Tokyo — regained their positions as transit centres between Asia, Europe and America.
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Figure 5. Dynamics of air transport in the Asia-Pacific region in 2020-2024
(Asia-Pacific & Middle East. View from the Top — Asia-Pacific served an estimated
3.5 billion passengers in 2024, 2025)

By 2024, passenger traffic in the region reached 450 million people, almost five times more
than in the crisis year of 2020. The growth dynamics are shown in Fig. 6. The main aviation hubs
remain Dubai, Doha and Abu Dhabi, as well as Riyadh and Jeddah, which are actively competing
for the status of a leading transit hub. Dubai Airport continues to rank among the world’s busiest
airports in terms of international traffic, playing a key role in connecting continents.
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Figure 6. Dynamics of air transport in the Middle East region in 2020-2024
(449 Million Air Passengers, Industry Set for Record-Breaking Growth, 2024)
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The region’s aviation sector is dominated by powerful state-owned carriers, renowned
for their high level of service and extensive route networks. Emirates from the UAE
remains a symbol of luxury and efficiency, serving tens of millions of passengers annually.
Qatar Airways, which has won numerous international awards, is actively expanding its
flight geography and strengthening its position in the premium transport segment. Etihad
Airways, based in Abu Dhabi, is undergoing a major transformation of its business model,
focusing on sustainable development and profitability. Saudi aviation is rapidly gaining
momentum: Saudia is modernising its fleet and expanding its presence on international
routes, while the newly established Riyadh Air has ambitious plans to become a global
player. All these trends testify to the region’s ambitions to occupy an even more significant
place in the global aviation system.

As for Europe, this region has shown a gradual recovery after a significant decline
in traffic caused by the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020. The initial decline in demand and
numerous restrictions on international travel led to a sharp drop in passenger traffic to 0.6
billion people. However, since 2021, the market has begun to recover, thanks in particular
to high activity on domestic routes and the easing of quarantine measures within the
European Union.

One of the defining features of the European market has been the rapid growth of low-
cost carriers such as Ryanair, Wizz Air and easylJet, which have made air travel accessible
to a wider section of the population. At the same time, major national carriers, including
Lufthansa, Air France and British Airways, resumed their international routes and invested
in fleet upgrades.

A significant boost to growth was observed in 2023, when most European countries
fully opened their borders to international travel, contributing to the active return of tourist
and business traffic. In 2024, passenger traffic in the region reached 2.3 billion people,
exceeding pre-crisis levels and demonstrating the resilience of the European aviation
industry. The dynamics of change are shown in Fig. 7.
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Figure 7. Dynamics of air transport in Europe in 2020-2024
(Passenger traffic reaches nearly 95 % of pre-pandemic levels in 2023, 2024)

The European aviation market has a significant share of transport due to the high mobility
of the population, the development of international tourism and an integrated transport
infrastructure. Europe has a dense network of airports and airlines connecting both large
metropolitan areas and remote regions. In 2024, European Union airports served more
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than 2.3 billion passengers, indicating a steady recovery in demand after the pandemic
downturn.
The United Kingdom is one of the leaders in terms of air traffic in Europe. The country’s
main airports are listed in Table 1.
Table 1

Main airports in the United Kingdom and their passenger traffic in 2024
(Peters L.,2025)

Airport (nl:ilalf:::gazrsg:ggs) Major airlines Major destinations
Heathrow (LHR) 79 British Airways United States, Canada, EU
Gatwick (LGW) 41 easydJet, British Airways | Spain, France, Italy
Manchester 28 Ryanair, Jet2, TUI Canary Islands, Greece,
(MAN) Airways Turkey
Stansted (STN) 27 Ryanair, easyJet Poland, Spain, Ireland
Luton (LTN) 18 easyJet, Wizz Air Hungary, Romania, Italy

This multi-level aviation system provides the UK with stable passenger growth and
competitiveness in the European market. Given the active recovery of tourism after the
pandemic, further investment in infrastructure and route network development is expected.

Germany has a strong airport infrastructure, including Frankfurt Airport (FRA) — the
largest in the country with over 67 million passengers in 2024 — as well as Munich (MUC)
and Berlin (BER). Lufthansa, the national carrier and one of Europe’s largest airlines, is the
main force in the market. The country’s main airports are listed in Table 2.

Table 2
Germany’s main airports and their passenger traffic in 2024 (Wikipedia, 2024)
Airport Ra§senger traffic Major airlines Major destinations
(million passengers)
Frankfurt (FRA) 67 Lufthansa, Condor United States, China,
United Kingdom, UAE
Munich (MUC) 49 Lufthansa, Eurowings | lItaly, Spain, France, Greece
Berlin (BER) 24 easydet, Ryanair, Turkey, Poland,
Lufthansa Scandinavian countries
Duisseldorf (DUS) 18 Eurowings, Turkish Spain, Turkey, Balkans
Airlines
Hamburg (HAM) 16 Lufthansa, Netherlands, Sweden,
Eurowings, Ryanair domestic flights
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The Lufthansa Group also includes the subsidiary brands Austrian Airlines, Brussels
Airlines and SWISS, which form an extensive network of connections throughout Europe
and beyond.

Frankfurt Airport serves as the country’s main international hub, with particularly active
transatlantic and Asian routes.

Munich Airport is known for its high quality of service and extensive network of
European flights, and also plays an important role in domestic transport. Berlin Airport,
which reopened in 2020, is rapidly gaining popularity as a commercial and tourist hub,
especially among low-cost airlines such as easyJet and Ryanair.

In addition to Lufthansa, Eurowings, a subsidiary of Lufthansa that mainly serves
medium-haul routes, is also active in the market. Ryanair and Wizz Air are also active in
Germany, especially on routes to Eastern Europe. Germany’s aviation infrastructure is one
of the most technologically advanced in the world, with high safety standards, convenient
transfers and efficient logistics.

France concentrates significant traffic at Paris Charles de Gaulle Airport (CDG), which
welcomed over 68 million passengers in 2024. It is the country’s main international hub
and the base of the national airline Air France, which together with KLM (Netherlands)
forms the powerful Air France-KLM aviation group, a member of the global SkyTeam
alliance. Air France operates flights to Europe, Africa, America and Asia, with an extensive
route network.

The second most important airport is Orly (ORY), which served over 33 million
passengers in 2024. It specialises in domestic and Mediterranean destinations, mainly
serving low-cost flights (Transavia, easyJet, Vueling).

France is also actively developing regional hubs: Lyon-Saint-Exupéry (LYS), Nice-
Cote d’Azur (NCE) and Toulouse-Blagnac (TLS). In particular, Nice is an important tourist
hub, and Toulouse is a centre for the aviation industry (Airbus). Data on the main airports
in France are presented in Table 3. All major airports are integrated into the national TGV
high-speed train network, which facilitates convenient transfers.

Table 3

Major airports in France and their passenger traffic in 2024
(Aeroports de Paris SA. December 2024 and Full-Year 2024 Traffic Figures, 2025)

Airport (nl:;ﬁis:ﬁ:gzrsg:g;s) Major airlines Major destinations
Paris-Charles de 68 Air France, easyJet Europe, North America,
Gaulle (CDG) Asia
Paris-Orly (ORY) 33 Air France, Transavia | France, North Africa,

Spain
Nice (NCE) 14 easydet, Air France Italy, United Kingdom,
domestic

Spain is one of Europe’s leading tourist hubs, with a developed aviation infrastructure
and high passenger traffic, as shown in Table 4.

33



Bicnux KHJIY. Cepis “Icmopis. Exonomika. Qinocopis” Bunyck 32. 2026

Table 4

Major airports in Spain and their passenger traffic in 2024 (Reuters. Aena’s Spanish
airport passenger numbers hit record 309 million in 2024, 2025)

Airport Ra§senger traffic Major airlines Major destinations
(million passengers)

Madrid-Barajas 56 Iberia, Air Europa, Latin America, EU,
(MAD) Ryanair USA
Barcelona-El Prat 46 Vueling, Ryanair, Europe, North Africa,
(BCN) Iberia domestic
Palma de Mallorca 30 Ryanair, Eurowings, Germany, France,
(PMI) Vueling Great Britain

The largest airports are Madrid-Barajas Adolfo Suarez (MAD) and Barcelona-El Prat
(BCN), which together serve over 100 million passengers annually. MAD serves as the
country’s main transit hub and base for the national carrier Iberia, which is the leader
on routes to Latin America and is also actively developing routes to North America and
Europe.

Barcelona-El Prat is Spain’s second most important airport after Madrid-Barajas. It plays
a strategic role in tourist and business air traffic with European and North African countries,
serving millions of passengers annually. The low-cost airline Vueling, a subsidiary of the
international aviation holding company IAG, which also includes such well-known airlines
as Iberia and British Airways, operates actively here.

Italy has one of the most extensive aviation systems in Europe. The main airport hubs
that play a key role in passenger transport are listed in Table 5.

Table 5

Main airports in Italy and their passenger traffic in 2024 (Assaeroporti. Italian
airports set record in 2024: over 219 million passengers, 2025)

Passenger traffic

Airport - Major airlines Major destinations
(million passengers)
Rome-Fiumicino 45 ITA Airways, Ryanair Latin America, EU,
(FCO) USA
Milan-Malpensa 26 easydJet, Ryanair, Europe, North Africa,
(MXP) Wizz Air domestic
Venice (VCE) 1 Volotea, Ryanair, ITA Germany, France,

Airways

Great Britain

The main airports are Rome Fiumicino (FCO) and Milan Malpensa (MXP), which

together account for a significant portion of the country’s international traffic. In 2024,
total passenger traffic at Italian airports exceeded 160 million people. FCO is the main
hub for ITA Airways, the national carrier created after the restructuring of Alitalia. The
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company operates as a full-service airline and is a member of the SkyTeam alliance,
actively developing routes to Europe, North America, Asia and North Africa.

Milan Malpensa, in turn, serves as a business and cargo hub for Northern Italy. In
addition, the airports of Venice (VCE), Bologna (BLQ), Naples (NAP) and Bergamo
(BGY) play a significant role in regional traffic, with the latter being one of the main hubs
for low-cost carrier Ryanair. Overall, low-cost carriers Ryanair and Wizz Air have a large
share of the domestic and short-haul international market, offering affordable flights to
popular European destinations.

Poland is playing an increasingly important role in Central Europe thanks to growing
air traffic and its favourable geographical location. The country’s main airport is Warsaw
Chopin (WAW), which served over 18 million passengers in 2024, as shown in Table 6.
It is the main base of the national carrier LOT Polish Airlines, one of the oldest airlines
in Europe, which is actively developing long-haul flights to North America, Asia and the
Middle East. LOT is a member of the Star Alliance and plays an important role in transit
traffic between Eastern and Western Europe.

Table 6
Major airports in Poland and their passenger traffic in 2024 (Gabriel Higgins, 2025)
Airport Passenger traffic Major airlines Major destinations
(million passengers)
Warsaw Chopin (WAW) 18 LOT, Wizz Air, United States,
Ryanair Western Europe, Asia
Krakow (KRK) 9 Ryanair, LOT, Wizz United Kingdom, Italy,
Air Germany
Gdansk (GDN) 6 Wizz Air, Ryanair, Scandinavia,
LOT Germany, domestic

In addition, Poland is a key market for low-cost airlines Ryanair and Wizz Air, which
have numerous bases throughout the country. The airports in Krakow (KRK), Gdansk
(GDN), Wroclaw (WRO), Poznan (POZ) and Katowice (KTW) play an important role
in domestic and regional connections. For example, Krakow is Poland’s second busiest
airport in terms of passenger traffic, serving both tourist and business routes.

The Hungarian aviation market is centred around one key hub — Budapest Ferenc Liszt
International Airport (BUD), which served over 12 million passengers in 2024. BUD is the
country’s main air gateway and is actively developing as a transit hub for Central Europe,
increasing the number of direct flights not only within Europe, but also to the Middle East,
North Africa, South Asia and recently opened destinations in Southeast Asia (e.g. Bangkok
and Seoul). The government and airport operator are investing in terminal modernisation
and infrastructure development to accommodate long-haul flights.

The country’s main airline is Wizz Air, a successful budget airline founded in Hungary.
The company’s main markets are Poland, Romania, Bulgaria, Italy, and the United Arab
Emirates (through Wizz Air Abu Dhabi). The company also actively competes with
Ryanair in many market segments. In addition to Wizz Air, there are major foreign carriers
in Hungary, including Lufthansa, Turkish Airlines, Qatar Airways, and Emirates.

Although Hungary has only one major airport, regional airports in Debrecen and
Szarmelék (near Lake Balaton) also operate a limited number of seasonal and charter
flights, mainly for tourism purposes. Hungary’s main airports and their passenger traffic in
2024 are shown in Table 7.
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Table 7

Hungary’s main airports and their passenger traffic in 2024 (Passenger Numbers
Fly Over 17.5 Million at Budapest Airport in 2024, 2025)

. Passenger traffic . -~ . .
Airport (million passengers) Major airlines Major destinations
Budapest-Ferenc 12 Wizz Air, Ryanair, Europe, Middle East,
Liszt (BUD) Lufthansa, Emirates North Africa, Asia
Debrecen (DEB) 4 Wizz Air London, Eindhoven,
Basel
Sarmelyek/ 15 charter carriers, Germany, United
Balaton (SOB) Ryanair Kingdom, Austria
(summer routes)

The Dutch aviation sector plays a key role in air transport in North-Western Europe. The
central hub is Amsterdam Schiphol Airport (AMS), one of the largest and most important
hubs in Europe. In 2024, it handled more than 62 million passengers, making it the leading
transport centre not only for the country but also for the region.

Schiphol is the main base for KLM Royal Dutch Airlines, the oldest operating airline
in the world and co-founder of the global SkyTeam alliance. KLM actively cooperates
with Air France within the Air France-KLM Group. Thanks to Amsterdam’s convenient
geographical location, KLLM provides efficient transit connections between Europe, North
America, Africa, the Middle East and Southeast Asia.

In addition to KLM, low-cost airlines are also active in the Dutch market, including
Transavia (a subsidiary of KLM), as well as easyJet and Ryanair, which operate flights
from regional airports. Among them, Eindhoven Airport (EIN) stands out as the second
largest in the country, specialising mainly in budget transportation.

The Netherlands has a consistently high level of airport infrastructure, as shown in Table
8, high-quality passenger service and effective integration with rail transport, in particular
thanks to direct connections to the centre of Amsterdam and other cities in the country.

Table 8

Major airports in the Netherlands and their passenger traffic in 2024 (Schiphol
records increase in passenger numbers in August 2024, 2024)

Airport P'a_ssenger traffic Major airlines Major destinations
(million passengers)
Amsterdam-Schiphol 62 KLM, Transavia, Delta, | Europe, North America,
(AMS) easyJet, Emirates Asia, Africa, Middle
East

Eindhoven (EIN) 6,5 Ryanair, Wizz Air, Europe (Spain, Poland,
Transavia Italy, United Kingdom)

Rotterdam-The 2 Transavia, British European tourist and

Hague (RTM) Airways, Pegasus business destinations
Airlines (France, Turkey, Spain)
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Ireland is strategically important in European aviation due to its transatlantic position
and active aviation sector. The main hub airport is Dublin (DUB), which served over
32 million passengers in 2024, making it one of the busiest in Western Europe.

The country’s largest airline is Ryanair, based in Dublin. It is Europe’s largest low-cost
carrier in terms of passenger numbers. The company serves over 230 destinations in more
than 35 countries, with over 90 bases across Europe. Its strategy is to provide low-cost
flights from smaller regional airports, allowing it to cover almost the entire continent and
maintain competitive prices.

In addition to Ryanair, Aer Lingus is also active in the country — a full-service carrier
specialising in transatlantic routes. It operates regular flights to the United States, Canada
and the United Kingdom, and is a member of the IAG international alliance alongside
British Airways and Iberia.

Other important airports in Ireland include Cork (ORK) and Shannon (SNN), which
serve regional and seasonal flights, particularly to the United Kingdom, Spain and Portugal.
Shannon is historically significant as one of the first transatlantic hubs in Europe. Ireland’s
main airports and their passenger traffic are shown in Table 9.

Table 9

Ireland’s main airports and their passenger traffic in 2024 (Dublin and Cork airports
welcomed 37.7 million passengers in 2024, 2025)

Airport (nzﬁis:::gazgg:;gﬁs) Major airlines Major destinations

Dublin (DUB) 32 Ryanair, Aer Lingus Europe, USA, Canada,
Great Britain

Cork (ORK) 25 Ryanair, Aer Lingus Domestic flights, Spain,
Portugal, Great Britain

Shannon (SNN) 1,8 Ryanair, Aer Lingus, | Seasonal transatlantic

United flights, Europe

Knock (NOC) 0,8 Ryanair Seasonal flights to Great

Britain, Spain, Germany

Thus, the European aviation market is characterised by a large number of players, high
competition and rapid recovery from the pandemic. The diversity of airlines, from flag
carriers to low-cost carriers, provides flexibility and a wide choice for tourists. Significant
development of airport infrastructure, fleet modernisation, and the introduction of
environmental standards also play an important role in the further growth of the sector.

Conclusions. The study shows that air transport plays an important role in the
development of international tourism and the organisation of tourist trips. Its historical
development has been a prerequisite for the formation of the global tourism space and
a significant increase in population mobility. In modern conditions, aviation remains an
important component of tourism infrastructure. It has been established that air transport is
an integral part of the international tourism infrastructure, as it provides fast, comfortable
and efficient passenger travel over long distances. It contributes to the development of
remote tourist destinations, forms new tourist routes and stimulates the economies of
regions that are actively integrating into international tourist flows. Air transport also has a
significant impact on tourists’ choice of destinations and types of travel.
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